
The Boyfriend Scarf 

So, if you can’t may your significant other a 

sweater without getting cursed, what’s a girl to 

do? (Unless you want to be cursed, but that’s a 

personal issue.)  How about a fancy-enough-

to-be-special-but-not-too-fancy-to-be-worn-

every-day scarf?  It’s plain enough to be 

manly, but is made with gorgeous, soft, hand-

dyed yarn to keep you happy as you knit. The 

Boyfriend Scarf will keep your main squeeze 

toasty warm, and is guaranteed not to be 

cursed. (I can’t promise that you won’t break 

up, but if you do, it is not the fault of this 

scarf.) 

This project was designed to be given as a 

special gift, so I splurged on the yarn.   You’re 

welcome to use another more cost-effective 

yarn, but you will not regret knitting with 

Malabrigo.  It’s a hand-dyed single-ply merino 

wool from Uruguay.  So soft and warm!  (If I 

had a million dollars I would knit myself a suit 

from it, but since I do not have a million 

dollars, a Malabrigo scarf will do nicely.) 

The scarf is actually knit in the round, as one 

very long, thin tube, like a small 

sleeve.  Because of this, you’ll end up with a double-thick, non-rolling, smooth stockinet scarf.  The only 

problem with this construction is that it can get a tad boring, so make sure you have something good 

queued up on your Netflix. 

The ends of the scarf are finished off with a simple fringe that serves two purposes.  First, it’s fringe, which 

just looks snazzy.  And, second, it closes up the ends of the scarf, so that you have a nice, double-thick 

scarf, not a weird tubey-thing around your neck.  If you/your guy is not interested in fringe, a neat whip 

stitch will finish the ends just as effectively. 

 

Materials: 

 2 Skeins Malabrigo Worsted (shown in Verdes 203) 

 1 Size 8, 8 inch circular needle 

 1 Size 8/H crochet hook (if you have a slightly smaller hook, that will work, too) 

 Stitch marker (optional) 

 Ruler 

 Scissors and tapestry needle 



Instructions: 

1. Cut fringe:  Measure and cut 50 10-inch pieces of your yarn.  These will be your fringe when you’re done 

knitting your scarf.  Set them aside until later (I recommend protecting them in a Zip-Lock baggie or 

something, just to be sure they’re safe). 

2. Cast on 50 stitches.  Place marker (if you like; it’s not technically necessary), and join in the 

round.  Work in stockinet (knitting all stitches) until your first ball of yarn runs out. 

3. Join the second ball of yarn and keep knitting.  (I like using a spit join.) 

4. Keep knitting 

5. Knit some more 

6. When you’re just about out of yarn, bind off. 

7. Apply fringe: Dig out your fringe pieces from wherever you hid them.  Lay out the scarf flat (so that it 

looks like a scarf, not a sleeve), with one short end facing you.  Slip the crochet hook through both layers 

of the scarf, just above the cast-on or bound-off edge.  Pick up and fold one of the fringe pieces in 

half.  Use the crochet hook to pull the middle of the fringe piece partway through the scarf end.  Then pull 

the cut ends of the fringe through the loop you just made.  Pull the fringe tight.  Repeat the process so that 

25 fringe pieces are attached to each end of the scarf.  When you’ve attached them all, trim any pieces that 

are a little wonky. 

8. Block: Soak your scarf in warm water for about 20 minutes.  Squeeze out most of the water with a clean 

towel.  Lay out flat on another clean towel on a counter or a nice empty part of the floor to dry. 

 

Questions? Comments? Mistakes?  Contact me through my blog: www.ontheneedles.com, or via email: 

knittingontheneedles@gmail.com 
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